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seemed close at hand, to be fought on the anniversary of
that event most unjustly and wrongfully termed the Mas-
sacre of Boston. That event was fresh in the minds of
the enemy, and a cry of "Kemember the fifth of March!"
ran along the American lines. At this crisis the intended
combatants were parted by a higher power than their
own. A most violent storm arose, scattering the British
boats, and rendering their attempt impracticable. By
the time that it could be renewed the works on Dorchester
Heights had so much advanced and had grown so strong
that, as General Howe conceived, they could no longer be
assailed with any prospect of success. Accordingly re-
verting to his first idea, he made hasty preparations to
embark the troops and evacuate the town. Here again
he had to strive against the shameful negligence which at
that period pervaded the whole civil administration of the
British military service. Thus writes one of his officers :
" When the transports came to be examined they were
" void of both provisions and forage. If any are got on
" board to-day, it will be as much as can be done. Never
* " were troops in so disgraceful a situation; and that not
" in the least our own fault, or owing to any want of
" skill or discretion in our commanders, but entirely
" owing to Great Britain being fast asleep. I pity Ge-
" neral Howe from my soul!" *

No compact or convention of any kind passed between
the British and American commanders; but, through the
mediation of the " Select Men " of Boston, there was in
some degree a tacit understanding, that if during the em-
barkation the troops were not molested, the town should
not be injured. During this interval, however, Castle
William, was wholly dismantled, and in great part demo-
lished. On the morning of the 17th the last of the
British troops embarked, and that same afternoon Boston
was entered by General Israel Putnam and the American
vanguard. Washington himself visited the town next
day, and found himself enthusiastically welcomed. The
British fleet however, with the troops on board, remained
ten. days longer in Nantasket Eoads. As it proved they
were only completing the preparations for their voyage>

* See the American Archives, vol. T. p. 426,,
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